
Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, and whose hope is in the LORD. For he shall be like a tree planted by the 

waters, which spreads out its roots by the river, and will not fear when heat comes; but its leaf will be green, and will 

not be anxious in the year of drought, nor will cease from yielding fruit. 

                                  Jeremiah 17:7-8 
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To Everything There is a Season 
    As you may imagine, planning for the future can be exciting and worrying all at once.  For me as I look ahead, I 

also feel it is important to see from where I have come.  Each day that comes, I grasp a little better understanding 

about this and about that.  My time in Peru especially, has been a time of forming and defining who I am and who I 

want to be.  I have found that as I have stuck to the path behind Jesus, I have often felt frustrations, happiness, joy, 

anger, love, acceptance, at home and far away.  I would never trade my time in Peru for anything and I hope that 

there may be a chance to continue my relationship with Peru in the future. 

    However, I have decided at this time that I will not be renewing my contract with Food for the Hungry nor will I 

sign up with Misión TEC.  My plan is to be back in the states early December.  I have come to love my co-workers at 

TEC and FH and I am finding as my time draws closer to its end that it will be difficult to say good-bye.  Yet I also 

know I need to take some time to really determine what it is that I want to do and how that aligns with God’s plan. 

Please be praying with me as I plan to leave and as I seek out what is next.  Pray too that I will stand steadfast 

in my faith and trust fully in the Lord. 

There’s No Need to Fear...Dama de Verduras is Here! 
That is right ladies and gentlemen, the Vegetable Lady has come to 

save the day...or maybe not.  Last weekend we hosted our very first 

overnight Girl’s Camp.  For a while now Misión TEC has wanted to 

host a camp for the kids that we work with in San Jose.  Our theme was 

Super Heroes and how ultimately the only super hero who can save the world is Jesus.  We had a 

blast coming up with costumes (see above left), games, lessons, skits, and an obstacle 

course/scavenger hunt.  The girls that came are involved in our Tuesday afternoon 

group which has girls who range in age from 12-16.  Throughout the 2 days I came to 

know and care about the girls in my group.  The girls in our community face many chal-

lenges in their lives and often leave childhood much faster than they should.  We hope 

as they come to know Christ and His love for them, that they will come to love them-

selves and be prepared to face the challenges that come their way.  Please be praying 

for the girls in our club, for their relationship with Christ and how we might best teach and encourage them. 



Our stomachs have been rejoicing since June and the first harvest of cucum-

bers and green beans.  Since then we have harvested lettuce, bok choi, toma-

toes, green onions, eggplant, squash, tomatillos, and beautiful heads of cab-

bage.  The biggest joke of the garden is our pumpkins (see left photo).  Al-

though given their own space to grow, they have interspersed themselves 

among all of the vegetables!!  Thankfully it does not seem to have hindered 

them too much. 

WARNING: Pumpkins may completely take over your garden...proceed with Caution 

GUABA 
   “With a quick twist I 

opened the long, roughly 

ridged fruit.  As I pried the 

gap in the peel wider, I 

reached in with my fingers 

to pull out a segment of the 

fruit.  I slipped the white, fuzzy covered seed 

into my mouth allowing the fleshy fuzz to melt 

on my tongue.  The light, refreshing, vanilla 

sweetness came as a surprise to my taste buds.  

I quickly spit out the seed and my fingers 

reached for another segment of fruit.” 

    Guaba or Ice Cream Bean 

(Inga edulis), a well known 

fruit here in the jungle, has 

quickly been added to my 

ever increasing list of favored 

fruits.  Guaba is not only a 

favorite of mine, but with 

many here in Pucallpa.  The 

long, stick looking fruit is 

harvested, bundled and taken to the market by 

motocars or resting on shoulders as people seek 

a place to sell them.  The fruit is eaten fresh and 

out of hand.  In the jungle we have at least 2 

seasons a year in which the fruit is available. 

    The fruit is found on fast growing trees that 

belong to the Mimosoideae/ Leuminosae fam-

ily.  This is the same plant family as the bean.  

Although a tree, the plant 

maintains many similar 

characteristics to the bean 

plant; the main one being 

the ability to fix nitrogen.  

Because of this trait, the 

tree grows well in poor or 

low nutrient soils.  Many 

Peruvians plant these 

trees near their homes to 

provide a quick shade 

covering.  When the fruit 

is ready for harvest, you 

can bet that the children are the first to claim 

the hanging pods. 

Time to Catch Up! 
June: June: June: June:     
• Started harvesting veggies from the garden. 

• Taught in La Merced (community with FH) 

the basics of home gardening and encour-

aged them to construct 

fences with available mate-

rials to keep dogs and chick-

ens out. 

• Took a short vacation with my friend 

Christy to Nasca, Ica, Huancachina, and 

Paracas (cities along the coast of Peru, south of Lima) 

July:July:July:July:    
• TEC has been blessed with having space available to host teams that 

come to work in Pucallpa.  As well as receiving our own team from 

the states, we hosted a team from Northern Ireland, Lima, and an-

other team from the states.  It was awesome to have these teams 

here, but also a lot of work. 

• Taught grafting to a group in La Merced. 

• Had the opportunity to see a bird’s eye per-

spective of Pucallpa and the surrounding jungle 

from an aquatic plane. 

• Visited a former agricul-

tural student, Emilio, and his 

family and helped him graft 

several of his citrus trees 

with budwood from TEC.  

August:August:August:August: 
• Girl’s Camp (see page 1). 

• Preparing for Calechines.  Calechines is an event that TEC puts on 

every year.  For 8 Saturdays the surrounding communities put to-

gether teams to compete in soccer and volleyball.  The teams are 

made of children ages 5-11.  It is an opportunity for TEC to get to 

know their neighbors and share about  Jesus. 

• FH Team: This next week I will be leading a team from California.  

We will be teaching, conducting a baking class, doing manual labor 

and playing with the kids in the community.  It will be a lot of fun, 

but also very tiring.  Please pray for the team, the community and 

myself as we seek to serve our brothers and sisters here in      

Pucallpa.   


